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stuffl" Soon afterward the ""Wooly
Women," as they're known now, joined
the co-op and are members today.

The Artisan's Circle dedicates its 750
square feet of space exclusively to dis-
playing the artwork. There are no stu-
dio workshops. All artists work from
home or other facilities. Artists can
participate in one of three ways:
owner, renter or commission. Those
who buy into the co-op are owners.
Renters pay for space on a regular
basis but are not part of the owner-
ship. Commission only is artwork that
is accepted to be displayed by vz
artists. The sales split for commissions
is similar to a traditional gallery. Only
three commission displays are allowe
at any given time. The artists make a
good profit on their work, Gibson
says, but not enough to maintain a
lifestyle. "We all have regular jobs to
pay the bills. Maybe someday we'll
make enough to be self-sufficient."
She credits the mass appeal of the
work for the co-op's success so far.
"We try to be middle-of-the-road. We
don't want to be so extreme that only 1
percent of those who come in will buy.
We don't want to turn anyone away."

The co-op has grown from the seven
original members to 19 and Gibson
says it is at capacity. She says she and
the others had considered moving to a
larger facility where they could
include handmade furniture, but the
economy hasn't cooperated. "General
Motors plants are closing down and
there's a ripple effect," Gibson
explains. She's not ruling out
expansion for the future, though,
saying taking chances is part of her
nature. "We opened a year ago in
October when the economy started
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